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MELANOMA  
DEFINATION  :  

 
MELANOMA RESULTS FROM MALIGNANT  
TRANSFORMATION OF MELANOCYTES  
-  CELLS DERIVED FROM NEURAL CREST &  
PRODUCE MELANIN  
 
EPIDEMIOLOGY  
 

- INCIDENCE OF MELANOMA INCEREASING  WORD WIDE  
-  3 TO 8% Per Year  
-Cutaneous Melanoma represents 5% of  all types of  
Newly developing Cancers in Man  
-Life time Risk of development of invasive Melanoma  
-could reach 1 in  every 50  by 2010  
-Responsible for 7400 deaths in 2002  
 
 
 



RISK FACTORS FOR CUTANEOUS 
MELANOMA 

1. PIGMENTARY CHARACTERISTICS   

    Blue Eyes  

    Blond, fair or red Hair  

    Light complexion  

2. RESPONSE TO SUN EXPOSURE  

    Freckling Tendency  

    Inability to Tan But Sunburn  

3. FAMILY HISTORY OF MELANOMA  

    P16/BRAF MUTATONS  

4. NEVI  

    Dysplastic Nevi  

   Changing Moles  

5. IMMUNOSUPPRESSION  

 


